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and rode the animal into the crowd. The people fell back
in all directions. Only the widow was left in the middle of
a great ring. She had seen many things in her time, and so
she stared calmly at the snarling teeth of Fomin's horse, at
Fomin's white, infuriated face.
Riding his horse at her, he raised his whip high above her
head.
tr Hold your mouth, you speckled carrion ! What are
you carrying on agitation here for ? "
Held high by the rein, the horse's muzzle with its bared
teeth hung right above the fearless woman's head. A pale-
green clot of foam flew from the bit and fell on her kerchief,
and from it to her cheek. She swept it away with her hand,
and fell back a step.
" So you can speak, and we mustn't ? " she shouted,
gazing at Fomin with dilated, furiously glittering eyes.
Fomin did not strike her.  Shaking his whip, he roared:
" You Bolshevik infection ! I'll thrash all the stupidity
out of you ! I'll give orders for your skirt to be pulled up
over your head and for you to be beaten with ramrods.
Then you'll grow wise in less than no time ! "
The widow fell back another couple of steps and,
unexpectedly turning her back on Fomin, stooped to the
ground and threw up the back edge of her skirt.
" Haven't you ever seen anything like that before, Anika
the warrior ? " she shouted and, straightening up with
amazing agility, she again turned to face Fomin. " Me ?
Whip me ? You haven't got a ring in your snout! "
Fomin spat furiously and drew on the reins, holding in ^
his backstepping horse.
" Shut your mouth, you foalless mare ! Are you so glad
you've got so much meat to your carcass ? " he said in a
loud voice, and turned his horse round, vainly trying to look
stern.
A muffled, stifled laughter ran through the crowd. To
save his commander's insulted honour one of Fomin's men
ran up to the widow, swinging the butt of his carbine.
But a healthy-looking cossack a couple of heads taller than
he shielded the woman with his own broad shoulders, and
quietly "but promisingly said :
"None of that!"
Three other villagers also swiftly came up and pushed